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B”H 
Rabbis’ Report for TBE Annual Meeting June 2021 

 

In this annual report, we will talk about the different areas where we have been working during 
this year.  
 

Adult Education 
 

This year we offered a variety of virtual classes for adults throughout the school year, covering 
almost every Thursday evening, in order to keep our members actively connected to the 
Temple during this time of pandemic. 
 

We started at the end of the month of October with two classes about the Book of Jonah led by 
Rabbi Rami. 
 

During the months of November and December, Rabbi Daniela led the course “Jewish Women’s 
Prayers: Rediscovering the Spirituality of our Foremothers”. She also led the “International 
Seminar for Halakhic Study” in November. 
 

Rabbi Rami led a class on a new Teshuva about vaccination at the end of December. 
 

During the month of February, Rabbi Rami led a course about the beginning of Jewish 
Denominations, and a class about Purim. During the month of March, he led two classes about 
Pesach. 
 

During the months of April and May, Rabbi Daniela led the course “Exploring the Psalms for the 
days of the week”. 
 

Jewish Festivals 
We led virtual services for Tisha B’Av and Selichot. 
 

This year we led all the festivals of the month of Tishrei remotely. It looked very challenging 
when we started to think about it but we believe the services were very good, well attended, 
and with good participation. 
 

Services were shorter this year to keep them engaging for remote attendants, but we made our 
best effort to still make them meaningful and halachically compliant.  
 

We invited congregants to lead readings in English, and to read Torah and Haftarah readings 
from the Chumash. 
 

During the Yamim Noraim we delivered sermons and classes about the lessons we have learned 
during the pandemic. We had the blowing of the Shofar and Tashlich in person.  
 

We had virtual services for children both mornings of Rosh Hashanah and also on Yom Kippur.  
 

We led a short in person program for Hanukkah on Sunday, December 13th.  
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We had been working together with Jill Sherman to plan social action programs for the Temple, 
with the help of the Mitzvah Collaborative Club led by Maya Greenshpan. We had the 
Hanukkah Clothing Drive on Sunday, December 6th, collecting clothes for Lancaster County Food 
Hub, and the Passover Toiletries Drive on Sunday, March 21st, collecting toiletries for the 
Donegal Substance Abuse Alliance. Both programs were a success! 
 

We had a virtual Tu B’Shvat Seder on January 28th, with the participation of some students of 
the Religious school. In addition to the Seder, we had some songs and dances. It was a joyful 
celebration! 
 

We had all the Yom Tov services for Pesach remotely.  
 
Rabbi Rami actively participated in the virtual  JCAL Yom Hashoa program, and both of us 
actively participated in the virtual Yom Hazikaron program organized by Adi Shalev, the Shlicha 
for Reading and Lancaster. 
 

We had a wonderful virtual celebration of Yom Haatzmaut. We had young people reading 
poems, we shared videos about Israel and sung a couple of Israeli songs. Some members of the 
Temple shared their experiences in Israel. It was a lovely and well attended program.  
We had the two morning services for Shavuot remotely.  
 

Weekly services & other religious ceremonies 
In the month of July we started to have Maariv for Shabbat and Shabbat morning services 
remotely. We continued with Sunday morning services. We have had minyan on the three 
services through the year.  
 

We have been inviting congregants during the week to lead services on Shabbat morning 
services in order to have an active participation.  
 

At the beginning of May, we started to have Shabbat morning services in person after more 
than a year. At the end of May, we resumed Friday night and Sunday morning services in 
person. 
 

We had three B’nei Mitzvah (Meital Pavolotzky, Sydney Rhoads and Abby Patashna). The three 
of them had a small in person service on Shabbat morning and an additional Zoom program.  
 

We led the conversion of the children of Elizabeth and Dean Campbell and the Gagne Family. 
 

We led funeral and/or Shiva services for Michael Gleiberman z”l, Rita Wilikofsky z”l, Ned 
Robbins z”l,  Louise Pomerantz z”l, and Doris Bernstein z”l. 
 

Visits, calls and financial help 
Since we were not able to visit members in person because of the pandemic, we called our 
members by phone. We talked with many of them, and left messages to those who did not 
answer our phone calls. 
 



3 
 

We have also been exchanging emails with many members in order to be in direct contact with 
them during this time.  
 

We sent prayers, news, resources and we have been announcing the virtual programs as well. 
We continued using the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund. We have been trying to use it wisely. This 
year we were able to use contributions from JCAL which allocated special funds for local rabbis 
to help people in need during the pandemic. We are very thankful to JCAL for this. 
 

Programs in the Community 
We were interviewed by Rabbi Claudio Kupchik for his “World of Torah” online program.  
Both of us gave a virtual class for the program “Meah Kolot,” where dozens of Latin American 
rabbis taught classes before Rosh Hashanah. 
 

Rabbi Daniela gave a virtual talk about “The Book of Song of Songs as a reinterpretation of the 
Book of Bereshit” for the Jewish community of the city of Rosario, Santa Fe, Argentina.  
 

Rabbi Rami led three classes about Conservative Judaism in October for students of MCcaskey 
High School. After that, Rabbi Rami met for weeks with individual students who were working 
on their projects about specific topics on Judaism. 
 

In November we were the guest speakers for the Torah Fund Event, organized by the Mid-
Atlantic Region of the Women’s League for Conservative Movement. The Mid-Atlantic Region 
comprises sisterhood groups from 33 synagogues from New Jersey and Pennsylvania. There 
were 70 participants. It was a nice program and we were received very warmly. 
 

In January we organized and hosted the commemoration of International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day for the second year in a row. It was a virtual program. We had four local 
pastors delivering speeches on the occasion: Pastor Mark Ammerman from Grace Evangelical 
Congregational Church, East Petersburg, Pastor Benjamin S. Erzkus from Evangelical Lutheran, 
Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, East Petersburg, Pastor Doug Hinton from Hempfield Church 
of the Brethren, Manheim, and Pastor Christopher Rankin from Trinity United Church of Christ, 
East Petersburg. We also had young people from each house of worship reading poems about 
the Holocaust. We had a very good turnout, with people coming from the different houses of 
worship. We were very happy with this program. It was also a good opportunity to develop a 
program together with other local clergy of other faiths and further develop our relationship 
with local churches.  
 

We attended the virtual JCAL Yom Hashoah program, and Rabbi Rami led the prayer “El Male 
Rachamim”. 
 

We attend the Yom Hazikaron program organized by Adi Shalev, the Shlicha for Reading and 
Lancaster. During the program we recited the “Yizkor” prayer. In March we were interviewed 
by Gayle Johnson from the Lancaster Newspaper. She wrote a piece about Pesach for the 
newspaper.  
 

In April, we were interviewed one more time by Gayle Johnson. She is planning to write an 
article about what it’s like to be married rabbis working together.  Through the year, Rabbi 
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Daniela was part of the Holocaust Conference Committee at Millersville University. The 
conference will take place in mid October 2021. 
 

Professional Development 
Both of us attended the virtual Summer Learning Program offered by the Hartman Institute. 
In February both of us attended the virtual Rabbinical Assembly Convention. 
 

In March both of us attended the virtual Rabbinic Yeshiva Intensive organized by Hadar 
Institute in New York. Rabbi Rami started a two years course to become a Mesader Gittin, a 
certified expert in Jewish divorces.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Rabbis Daniela Szuster and Rami Pavolotzky 

  

 


