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Mission Statement 

The mission of Temple Beth El is to  
provide a house of Conservative 
Jewish worship which fosters 
spiritual  fulfillment, Jewish theology 
life-long Jewish education, and 
community support throughout the 
cycles of the seasons. 

Board of Directors 

President  -  Steven F. Gordon 
Vice President -  Hal Koplin 
Treasurer  -  Linda Hutt  
Secretary  -  Scott Lerner 

Directors: Robert Brosbe, Al Gore, 
Steven Kleinman, Maya Greenshpan, 
Robin Adler, Joanne Goldfarb, Becky 
Rhoads, Alan Glazer   
Rabbi Daniela Szuster  
Rabbi Rami Pavolotzky  
Principals - Rabbis Daniela & Rami 
Sisterhood Rep - Joanne Goldfarb 
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Register for Temple Beth El’s Annual Meeting only on 
Zoom, June 27th at 7:00 pm BY CLICKING HERE.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUsdeGvrDwsEtYaW-4svGbYfEDDzNTV0ADP
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Yom Haatzmaut 

The Emblem of the 
State of Israel: A 
Meaningful Symbol 

B”H 

Rabbi Daniela Szuster 

 

 

 

 

TOn Thursday, May 5, we will be 

celebrating the 74th Anniversary 

of the State of Israel. Jews around 

the world are very happy and 

proud to celebrate the anniversary 

of Medinat Israel. After two 

thousand years of living outside 

the land of Israel, it is a modern 

miracle that the Jewish people are 

sovereign of this land.  
 

In honor of this celebration, I 

would like to share with you the 

origin, history, and meaning of 

one of the symbols of the State of 

Israel, its emblem. 
 

The Emblem of the State of Israel 

shows a menorah surrounded by 

an olive branch on each side, and 

the writing "ישראלHebrew for 

Israel below it (see picture 

above). 
 

The State of Israel adopted the 

symbol after a design 

competition held in 1948. The 

design is based on the winning 

entry submitted by Gabriel and 

Maxim Shamir, with elements 

taken from other submissions. 
 

We have in the emblem three 

elements: the menorah, the olive 

branches and the name of the 

state, Israel.  
 

As you may know, the menorah 

is one of the most ancient 

symbols of the Jewish tradition. 

We have descriptions of the 

Menorah in the Torah (Sh’mot 

25:31-40) and we know that it 

was one of the religious elements 

used in the Temple of Jerusalem. 
  

Archeologists found many 

examples of drawings of the 

Menorah as a Jewish symbol in 

ancient times. You will see in the 

table below three examples: a 

coin from the Hasmonean 

Dynasty from the Ist century 

BCE (1), a mosaic floor with the 

A MESSAGE FROM                
RABBI DANIELA  
& RABBI RAMI  

inscription "Shalom Al Israel" 

from a synagogue in Jericho – 5th 

to 6th century CE (2) and a 

mosaic floor (6th century CE) 

from Beth Sh’an Synagogue (3). 

In addition, in the well-known 

Arch of Titus in Rome (see 

below) you can see an image of 

the Romans carrying a menorah 

as a symbol of the destruction of 

the Jewish state in 70 CE. (Next 

Page) 
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Therefore, it is not a coincidence 

that the menorah is part of the 

emblem of the State of Israel. The 

menorah has been a symbol for 

many centuries and having it in 

the emblem is a way to affirm that 

the menorah, which the Romans 

took out of our hands many years 

ago, expelling us from our land, 

now is established again in the 

State of Israel. Without a doubt, 

the menorah is a powerful symbol 

in Judaism that unifies the past 

with the present revival of the 

State of Israel and illuminates 

future generations.  
 

Besides the menorah, we have in 

the emblem two olive branches. 

This is not a coincidence either. 

The olive branches are based on a 

vision that the prophet Zechariah 

had:  

“The angel who talked with me 

came back and woke me as a man 

is wakened from sleep. He said to 

me, “What do you see?” And I 

answered, “I see a lampstand all 

of gold, with a bowl above it. The 

lamps on it are seven in number, 

and the lamps above it have 

seven pipes; and by it are two 

olive trees, one on the right of the 

bowl and one on its 

left.” (Zechariah 4:1-3) 
 

Zechariah’s vision and the desire 

and hope for the establishment of 

the State of Israel by the Jewish 

people for many centuries is 

expressed in this emblem. That 

dream came true 74 years ago 

and we have the privilege to 

witness this modern miracle.  

Usually, the olive branches 

symbolize peace. We pray that 

Medinat Israel will be able to live 

in harmony and peace with their 

neighbors.  
 

The emblem of the State of Israel 

is only one example of how every 

place, every building and even 

every stone in Israel is 

interwoven with the past, the 

present, and the future.  

Let’s celebrate together the 

anniversary of the independence 

of the State of Israel and be 

inspired by the great stories and 

ancient meanings of our symbols. 

  

Yom Haatzmaut Sameach! 
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On Sunday, April 10th, we 
celebrated the annual 
Model Seder back in-
person after two years. 
Each class was in charge of 
a different part of the 
Seder. Everybody enjoyed 
the songs, the matzah with 
charoset and, of course, 
looking for the Afikoman! 
We hope the students were 
ready to help at home by 
actively participating in 
their own Seders. 

We resumed in-person Tot 
Shabbat and Jr. 
Congregation programs on 
Saturday, April 23rd. We 
had a very good turnout 
and were happy to be back 
in person after a few 
months. 

As we enter the last part of 
the school year, each class 
is now getting ready for the 
end of the year Celebration 
of Jewish Learning, which 

will be held on Sunday, May 
22nd. For this year's 
celebration, each class will 
review what they have 
studied throughout the year 
and will pick their favorite 
topic. A presentation about 
the favorite topics will be 
offered during the 
celebration. 

We would like to wish our 
best to Meital Pavolotzky 
Szuster and Nadav Sofian, 
who will travel to Israel for 
the first time with their 
school, the Silver Academy of 
Harrisburg. We have asked 
them to be ready to share 
with all of us their experience 
in Israel when they return. 
We hope they enjoy their 
Israel experience and come 
back feeling even more proud 
of their Jewish identity.     

Thank you all for 
supporting our 
Religious School! 

Rabbis Daniela Szuster 
and Rami Pavolotzky,  

Principals at TBE 
Religious School 

Having difficulties due 
to Covid-19? Help is 
available! 

There are several resources in 
the community and within 
our Temple that you can 
access for confidential 
assistance.   

Among them are: 

Jewish Family Service of 
Lancaster  
(717) 537-1863 
jfshelps@jfslancaster.org

Temple Beth El’s Chesed 
Committee  
(717) 581-7891 
office@tbelancaster.org

Rabbis’ Discretionary 
Fund  
Call or email Rabbis or 
office (717) 581-7891)  
office@tbelancaster.org 

United Way of Lancaster 
County information and 
referral health and human 
services helpline  
(Dial 2-1-1) 

Please stay safe and 
healthy! 

Robin Adler  
Chesed Committee 

mailto:jfshelps@jfslancaster.org
mailto:office@tbelancaster.org
mailto:office@tbelancaster.org
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Spring is here. Hopefully, 
Covid is gone or at least 
subsiding. We are starting to 
get back to our new normal. 
Come join us in shul as we 
open the ark for a Torah 
service and soon re-establish 
Kiddushim where we can 
congregate as a community 
and share the goings-on in 
our lives over the past week. 
It would be great to see you 
again.  
 
Our fabulous Board of 
Directors passed a budget 
with much conversation on 
how to deal with significant 
increased costs. We needed 
to address the real costs of 
re-establishing a vibrant 
community and building with 
activities after two and a half 
years of Zoom and near 
dormancy. There is a real 
need to establish a spring 

fundraiser to help with this. 
In addition, the Board has 
recommended a graduated 
draw on our financial 
reserves to help alleviate 
being hit with a large 
increase at one time. This 
draw would be spread over 
three years. You will soon be 
hearing more about this. 
 
I would like to thank Hal 
Koplin, Becky Rhoads, and 
the entire search committee 
for steering us through the 
Spiritual Leader search 
process and bringing Cantor 
Carol Chesler to Lancaster. 
The Congregation 
overwhelmingly authorized 
the Board to enter into 
negotiations with her. We 
look for her to start on 
August 1, 2022. She has 
already come to Lancaster 
and begun the housing 
search process. Help will be 
needed for other transition 
activities. Please contact Hal 
or Becky if we can count on 
your help. We will also be 
bringing back Rabbi Chaim 
Gelfand for his uplifting 
spiritual enhancement to 
our High Holiday services. 
 
Mark your calendars for a 
farewell Shabbat for Rabbi’s 
Rami and Daniela on June 
25. The Temple Sisterhood 

has stepped up to organize 
this event. While you are at 
it, the Temple Beth El Annual 
meeting and election of 
Board members will be on 
June 27, 7:00 on Zoom. Look 
for the registration link and 
outstanding slate of 
candidates. It is great to see 
“new blood” which means 
new ideas step forward into 
leadership roles. 
 
As I once again prepare for 
my extended travels (May 7 – 
June 21), I am happy to have 
a great support team in my 
absence. Rich is taking care of 
our communications, Linda is 
upgrading our QuickBooks 
financial system and training 
Steve Kleinman for Treasurer, 
Hal and Becky are providing 
support and transition for 
Cantor Chesler, and finally, 
the building and grounds are 
looking in the best shape I 
have seen them in a long 
time. 
 
As always, feel free to email 
me with any questions, 
concerns, or new ideas. I am 
always here to listen. 
 

Be well, 
 

Steven F. Gordon 







https://jewishfederationofreading.regfox.com/yom-haatzmaut-2022
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMsc-yvqz8rE9Pis1IJGLiiqTXc9HKm54Qd
https://exploringjudaism.org/


https://donate.jdc.org/give/393030/?gclid=Cj0KCQiAmpyRBhC-ARIsABs2EAo_8wIQbppS9l0TF51vOor23bGM6iTTv_An-auK0wm4KPx3BCnWQ-8aAsNLEALw_wcB#!/donation/checkout?c_src=GSUkraine&c_src2=Feb2022C



