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life-long Jewish education, and 
community support throughout the 
cycles of the seasons. 
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Farewell Shabbat for Rabbis Rami 
and Daniela June 25, 2022, 10:00 am 

Please join us on Shabbat, June 
25th to thank the Pavolotzky 
and Szuster family for their 
contributions to Temple Beth El 
during the past 7 years, and to 
wish them well in their new 
endeavors in Florida. 

Rabbis Rami and Daniela will be conducting Shabbat Services, as 
usual, starting at 10 am, followed by a short program/
presentation in the sanctuary. 

For lunch, due to the upsurge in COVID, Sisterhood is arranging 
box lunches to go, which will include an array of kiddush 
luncheon food. Weather permitting, we plan to set up tables 
outside on the patio, so that congregants have the option to stay 
at TBE to eat and socialize outdoors. 

As food needs to be ordered, please RSVP to the Temple Office 
email at office@tbelancaster.org as soon as possible, but no 
later than Friday, June 17, 2022. 

Per current TBE policy, we strongly request full vaccination status 
for those who will attend. Wearing masks remains optional but is 
encouraged when a larger number of members are present.  

The service and program will be on Zoom, using the regular 
Shabbat link. However, our sanctuary is large enough to provide 
excellent social distancing. We encourage our Zoomers to take a 
break from their computers and to join us in person on this 
special occasion! 

https://www.facebook.com/tbelancaster/
mailto:office@tbelancaster.org
http://www.tbelancaster.org
mailto:office@tbelancaster.org
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Thank You, 
Goodbye, and 
See You Soon! 

Dear congregants of Temple 
Beth El,  

This is our last bulletin 
article as rabbis of Temple 
Beth El. It is a good 
opportunity to say thank 
you and goodbye… and also 
for some good memories! 

We arrived in Lancaster at the 
end of October 2015. It was 
certainly a big challenge we 
were taking, as rabbis and as a 
family. After living in Costa Rica 
for over ten years, we were 
starting a new adventure in our 
lives. When we write “new” it 
is not a metaphor, but a very 
real word. New country, new 
language, new culture, new 
codes, new politics, new food, 
new weather… Everything was 
new to us!  

The warm welcome by you, the 
members of Temple Beth El 
helped us to get used to our 
new life. We will always 

remember how you donated 
furniture and placed them at 
our house so we could have a 
“running home” when we 
moved. We also had dinners 
delivered to our home for the 
first week or so, some of you 
gave us rides back and forth to 
the Silver Academy in 
Harrisburg, and others helped 
us with our first errands, from 
grocery shopping to applying 
for social security cards and 
more. We prefer not to write 
names here, but please know 
that we remember everything 
you did for us, and we will 
always be thankful for it.  

Regarding congregational life, 
we have so many memories of 
meetings, ceremonies, and 
conversations with you. As 
you can imagine, during these 
almost seven years we did 
what rabbis do. We attended 
numerous Board of Directors 
meetings, committee 
meetings, and many other 
meetings with other groups. 
We led thousands of religious 
services, taught hundreds of 
classes, and organized and led 
cultural and religious 
programs. We conducted 
many life-cycle ceremonies, 
visited the sick, led funerals 
and comforted the bereaved, 
counseled members who 
needed our help, visited 
schools, churches, and other 
institutions, and tried to help 
those who were in financial 

A MESSAGE FROM                
RABBI DANIELA  
& RABBI RAMI  

burden. We led the religious 
school for the last four years, 
held interfaith programs and 
meetings, and taught 
conversion classes.  

Perhaps the most rewarding 
part of being a congregational 
rabbi is the opportunity to 
know congregants more 
closely than people usually get 
to know other people. During 
these years we were able to 
know most of you and be with 
you during important 
moments of your life. We 
laughed and cried with you, as 
we shared your joy and 
sadness, your successes and 
failures, your achievements, 
and challenges. Since our 
family lives far away from the 
US, you were like our 
extended family during these 
years.  

We were able to launch, 
organize, and lead many 
projects and programs that we 
feel proud about. Here you 
have a few of our 
achievements.  

We…,  

Implemented weekly 
“Shabbat Dinners with the 
Rabbis,” inviting different 
members and not members of 
the Temple. Most of you had 
Shabbat dinners with us at 
least once!  

Guided the congregation 
smoothly to make the decision 
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of having a designated sector 
of the cemetery for interfaith 
couples. This had been a strong 
discussion among its members 
for a long time. 

Established the Annual 
International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day Program, 
which featured local religious 
leaders from various places of 
worship as speakers. This 
program, well attended by our 
members and the local 
community, allowed us to 
develop meaningful 
relationships with local 
religious leaders. 

Created the Annual Women’s 
Seder, celebrating freedom 
with a strong spirit of 
sisterhood through an 
interesting, educational, and 
spiritual program. Well 
attended by members and 
prospective members. 

Started a congregational 
Passover Seder, filled with 
good spirit, camaraderie, and 
great food. Revitalized Adult 
Education Programming with 
interesting courses like 
“Spiritual Biography 
Workshop,” “A genuine, equal 
and passionate love in The 
Song of Songs,” “Jewish 
Women's Prayers: 
Rediscovering the Spirituality 
of our Foremothers,” 
“Exploring the Psalms for the 
Days of the Week,” “Women in 
the Shtetl through the Stories 

of Dvora Baron,” “Mishna,” 
“Talmud,” “Torah with Rashi,” 
“The History of the Modern 
Jewish Religious Movements,” 
and many more.    

Launched a Rosh Chodesh 
Program for Women (monthly 
talks with interesting speakers 
and cultural/social programs). 

Headed the Hebrew School 
since 2018, developing 
meaningful programs, and 
integrating the students and 
their families to synagogue 
life. Among our successes at 
religious school, we led the 
process that established the 
weekly Gan (preschool) class. 
We also led many Tzedakah 
projects through the religious 
school, like the Hanukkah and 
Passover drives, and serving 
meals at different churches.  

Revived monthly Shabbat 
Services for toddlers and 
children. 

Refreshed Shabbat Services by 
including more participation 
of congregants, and 
incorporating special services 
like Ruach Kabbalat Shabbat, 
Kabbalat Shabbat with musical 
instruments, and other 
proposals. 

We will certainly remember 
these programs and many 
more we developed during 
these years. However, what 
we will remember and miss 
the most is the interactions 

with you. We will keep in our 
memories and in our hearts 
the innumerable 
conversations, handshakes 
(before Covid, of course!), and 
laughs (and some tears and 
complaints as well!) that we 
had with you.  

We know that many of you 
travel to Florida every so 
often. We really hope you visit 
us when you go there. Please 
come for a service, a meal or 
only to say hello. And even if 
you don’t go to Florida, please 
keep in touh through emails, 
phone calls and Facebook.  

Thank you for everything, 
goodbye, and see you soon! 

Rabbis Daniela & Rami 
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Sunday, May 22nd was 
our last day of religious 
school. That day we had 
the Celebration of 
Jewish Learning, a 
program for students, 
staff, and parents. 
  

Each one of the Hebrew 
classes showed their 
Hebrew skills thus showing 
what they had been learning 
throughout the year.  
 

For Judaic Studies, each 
class presented a short 
presentation about their 
favorite topic of this school 
year. Gan class showed a 
presentation about the 
prayer “Mode Ani”, Tzedek 
Class about Kashrut, 
Mitzvah class about the 
Jewish calendar, and 
Hebrew High class about 
Antisemitism. It was a 
beautiful way to wrap up 
this school year. 
 

A special thank you goes to 
the Morot, Jen Gagne, Bess 
Landau, and Becky Rhoads for 
their great work and 
dedication during this school 
year. We also we want to 
thank all the parents for their 
support and collaboration. 
 

It has been a pleasure for us 
to be the principals of the 
religious school, the best 
treasure of Temple Beth El. 
We have developed 
meaningful programs and 
integrated the students and 
their families into synagogue 
life. We will miss the students 
and their families very much.  
 

We hope the religious school 
can grow and continue 
providing a meaningful Jewish 
education for its students. 
 

You are welcome to 
visit us in Florida! 
 

Thank you for 
everything, goodbye, 
and see you soon! 
 

Have a wonderful 
summer! 
 

Rabbis Daniela Szuster 
and Rami Pavolotzky,  
Principals at TBE 
Religious School 
 



Having difficulties 
due to Covid-19? 
Help is available! 

There are several 
resources in the 
community and within 
our Temple that you can 
access for confidential 
assistance.   

Among them are: 

Jewish Family Service of 
Lancaster  
(717) 537-1863
jfshelps@jfslancaster.org

Temple Beth El’s Chesed 
Committee  
(717) 581-7891
office@tbelancaster.org

Rabbis’ Discretionary 
Fund  
Call or email Rabbis or office 
(717) 581-7891)
office@tbelancaster.org

United Way of Lancaster 
County information and 

referral health and human 
services helpline  
(Dial 2-1-1) 

Please stay safe and 
healthy! 

Robin Adler  
Chesed Committee 

Click here to join Shavuot services     Meeting ID: 886 7503 0092 

Passcode: Shavuot  

mailto:jfshelps@jfslancaster.org
mailto:office@tbelancaster.org
mailto:office@tbelancaster.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88675030092?pwd=cWp6RUxZaDNzeU9XNWsvRVlXYXBRZz09


https://exploringjudaism.org/
https://www.tbelancaster.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/SHABBAT-SPONSOR-FORM.pdf




https://donate.jdc.org/give/393030/?gclid=Cj0KCQiAmpyRBhC-ARIsABs2EAo_8wIQbppS9l0TF51vOor23bGM6iTTv_An-auK0wm4KPx3BCnWQ-8aAsNLEALw_wcB#!/donation/checkout?c_src=GSUkraine&c_src2=Feb2022C

