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provide a house of Conservative 
Jewish worship which fosters 
spiritual  fulfillment, Jewish theology, 
life-long Jewish education, and 
community support throughout the 
cycles of the seasons. 
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Tefillah Tunes 
and more! 
Being the proverbial “new kid 
on the block,” I am keenly 
aware of the need to walk on 
holy ground when entering 
Temple Beth El, ascending the 
steps of the Bima, and leading 
services on Shabbat.   What 
exactly does that mean, to walk 
on holy ground?  As with every 
congregation, there are aspects 
to the religious life of the 
temple most congregants take 
for granted, religious customs 
and practices unique to this 
synagogue that are in a way, 
sacred, part of the holy ground 
of TBE, like the melodies that 
are sung on Shabbat, or the 
way the prayer for those who 

are ill, the Mi Sheberach, is 
recited, or even how the 
Yahrtzeit List is read out loud.  
Each week, I become more 
and more acclimated to the 
religious pulse of the 
synagogue.  And I am 
sometimes told something 
like this:  you sang a tune I 
didn’t know, I wasn’t familiar 
with.  Or, you sang a tune I 
know, but you changed it, and 
that confused me.  Or, how 
could you change . . .???   
We’ve always sung this other 
tune for that prayer!  There is 
a certain sensitivity and 
respectfulness necessary in 
approaching the holy ground 
of any congregation - the 
traditions, customs, ritual 
practices of that community 
that sometimes go back for 
generations. 

On the other hand, there is a 
lot of wonderful music out 
there that members of this 
congregation might now 
know, or have ever heard.  As 
your kolbo and spiritual 
leader, one of my tasks is to 
teach you, to sing with you, 
and to help you become 
familiar with the music of our 
Shabbat services, what you 
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A Message 

from Cantor 

Chesler 

might refer to as both 
traditional and new music or 
melodies.  I am offering an 
adult ed course on this very 
topic, Tefillah (prayer) Tunes 
and Twists, beginning on 
Wednesday evening, Oct. 19, 
immediately following the 
end of our holy day season.   
Come learn the melodies to 
the prayers of our services – 
you don’t have to know 
Hebrew.  I’ll provide both 
Hebrew and transliteration.  
And you don’t have to be 
Pavarotti – all voices are 
welcome!  We’ll use 
recordings, You Tube videos, 
Spotify, and more, as a way of 
accessing all that the internet 
has to offer.  I’ll use my guitar 
and other instruments as 
well.  If you have favorite 
tunes you want the class to 
share/learn, please don’t be 
shy.  I’m open to sharing the 
floor and the microphone 
with you!  

There will be email reminders 
going out as the Oct. 19 date 
gets closer, as well as plenty 
of commercial 
announcements made during 
the holy days.  Please join me 
for this shul-singing 
smorgasbord!  

Shana Tova to each of you 
– a very happy and healthy 
New Year in 5783 from my 
family, and yours truly,

Cantor Chesler 



Thank you everyone for making the Chanukat Habayit a true 
blessing and helping us place Mezuzot on our doorposts as we 
dedicated our new home in Lancaster. It was a very special day.  
 

            - Cantor Carol Chesler and Family 

 



                  2022 High Holiday Schedule 5782/5783 

 
All services will be held in person and on Zoom. 

 
 
SELICHOT:    SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17 (Havdalah/movie)              8:00 PM  

CEMETERY VISIT:    SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18                           12:30 PM 

ROSH HASHANAH:   SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25   (30-minute service)    6:30 PM
      1ST DAY – MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 26     9:30 AM 

Tashlich - Leave synagogue at 3:00 pm or     3:30 PM              
meet us at Lewis & Associates Architects-not Zoom   

            2nd DAY  – TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27                          9:30 AM 

SHABBAT SHUVAH:  FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 

     KABBALAT SHABBAT        7:30 PM 

     SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1 

     SHACḤARIT                            10:00 AM 

KOL NIDRE:    TUESDAY EVENING, OCTOBER 4      6:30 PM  
It is customary to wear tallit and to not wear leather                                                
through Yom Kippur. 

YOM KIPPUR:   WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 5  YIZKOR       9:30 AM 

     MINḤAH/NE‘ILA/MA’ARIV/HAVDALAH     4:30 PM 
Children carry candles at Havdalah.  

FINAL SHOFAR BLAST        7:30 PM 

SUKKOT:    1ST DAY MONDAY, OCTOBER 10              10:00 AM 

                   2ND DAY TUESDAY, OCTOBER 11              10:00 AM 

SHABBAT ḤOL HA-MO’ED: FRIDAY, OCTOBER 14  Pizza in the Hut                                    6:30 PM                         
Shabbat/Sukkot service  

      SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15                           10:00 AM 

SHEMINI ATZERET:    MONDAY, OCTOBER 17 - YIZKOR                             10:00 AM 

EREV SIMḤAT TORAH:  MONDAY, OCTOBER 17                     7:00 PM 

SIMḤAT TORAH:   TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18                            10:00 AM 
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The Jewish year is about to 
come to an end, or it is 
coming to the beginning, 
depending on your 
perspective. We reflect on 
the past year and set goals 
for the new one.  
 

I am thankful that Covid has 
significantly reduced, and we 
see the start to our new way 
of gathering. Some are still 
hesitant. Others are full 
steam ahead looking at Covid 
no different than the flu. 
Whatever your perspective, 
my goal is to return to our 
new normal. I want to get 
together as a community and 
share our lives as we have 
always done. Our culture is 
community. Eat, drink, and 
share our experiences, always 
trying to make a better 
world…Tikun Olam. We have 
much work to do in finding 
compromise and moving 

forward: global warming, 
inflation, abortion, gun 
violence, ... The list goes on. 
Please make sure to vote to 
make your feelings known. 
 

C3 (Cantor Carol Chesler) has 
arrived. Her enthusiasm and 
spirit brings a new breath to 
TBE. Make sure to introduce 
yourself and meet her. I know 
she is anxious to meet you. 
The Shabbat in the park was 
well attended, as we got to 
know Cantor Carol Chesler 
(C3). There was no shortage of 
food. Cantor Chesler led 
services and created Ruach, 
strumming her guitar as 
congregants sang old familiar 
melodies. I felt the old sense 
of TBE coming together, 
including new and prospective 
members. 
 

The Pandemic Task Force has 
met and encouraging change. 
Kiddushim have resumed with 
Donna Drew preparing every 
Shabbat kiddush. 
Unfortunately, she is 
scheduled to be away several 
weeks in the near future. 
However, Francine Koplin and 
Sue Wolf have stepped up to 
continue to make this happen. 
Mask wearing at the buffet is 
required to reduce the 
number of germs, since we 
don’t have “sneeze guards.” 
Kiddush sponsorship is 

essential to continue this 
camaraderie. It is well 
received but comes at a 
$12,000 cost. I will be 
bringing to the board 
several suggestions of 
different approaches to fund 
this and welcome your input 
as well. 
 

The Religious Practices 
Committee (RPC) continues 
to meet and are reviewing 
our current approaches of 
Halacha with Cantor Chesler. 
In addition, they are 
preparing for the High 
Holidays. Unfortunately, 
Marc Weiner, our shofar 
blower extraordinaire, will 
not be able to continue to 
be our Ba’al Teki’ah. His 22 
second Tikeah Gadolah’s 
will surely be missed 
included in the 100 other 
blasts. There is no doubt he 
has set the bar. Alyiot will 
take place at the reading 
table (if you wish or Rabbi 
lectern) and the torah 
processionals will happen 
with a masked holder and 
chanting from the Bimah. 
We ask that you only touch 
the scroll with your tallit or 
a book before bringing it to 
your mouth. Think of it as 
bringing the ritual inwardly. 
Only the service leader can 
be unmasked on the Bimah. 
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Zoom will continue for those 
that cannot attend in person. 
Again, we will welcome Rabbi 
Chaim Galfand. 
 

New this year, Pizza in the 
Hut on Sukkot will be a 
congregational event and 
take place on Friday, October 
14. I hope you can join us as 
we welcome Shabbat, singing 
and eating together in the 
succah. 
 

The East Hempfield police 
department has been 
notified of our High Holiday 
services and we will have a 
Constable on site with such a 
large gathering. Entering and 
leaving the Temple will only 
be permitted through the 
front doors. There is no need 
for an alarm code. Hopefully, 
there will be a patrol car in 
our parking lot. 
 

Our Lifelong Learning 
Committee is sponsoring 
Scholarsteam in conjunction 
with USCJ/RA. Throughout 
the year, seven series of 
topics will be presented by a 
team of extraordinary 
scholars. No single synagogue 
could afford to sponsor such 
events. I strongly urge that 
you make use of this unique 
venue, at no cost, thanks to 
LLLC. If you register and 
cannot make it, the 

presentation recordings will be 
available. In addition, our own 
Dave Ehrlich is again 
spearheading the Writers in 
Residence Program in 
conjunction with JCAL, 
bringing talented writers to 
our doorstep. 
Finally, I ask your support of 
our High Holiday Greeting. As 
you know, we have lost the 
income from Excentia’ s rental 
of our parking. Part of the 
effort to replace the lost 
income is this fundraiser, 
expected to raise $10,000.  It 
is only through your 
generosity that we can make 
this happen. I remind you that 
we have no High Holiday 
Appeal or building fund 
requirement. This is a way to 
share High Holiday greetings 
by you and your family with 
fellow congregants through a 
digital recording or simply a 
picture. It’s quite a value when 
you consider no cards to 
purchase or stamps on 
envelopes. EVERYONE is 
encouraged to participate. No 
contribution is too large, and 
none too small. As Nike says, 
“Just do it”. 
 

L'Shanah Tovah 
 

Steven F. Gordon 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



Becky Rhoads 

We did it!  The first day of 
school is a wrap.  The 
students and the teachers 
spent the morning getting to 
know each other, outlining 
the expectations for the 
coming year, and determining 
the students’ individual 
Hebrew level using their new 
tablets.   

The parents and I met to 
discuss things like how to 
handle snack this year 
(donations will be coming in as 
needed rather than on a set 
schedule), fundraisers (the 
return of the Haka-fot-athon), 
Tot Shabbat/Junior 
Congregation, and organizing 
the building of the sukkah.  

Speaking of the sukkah, have 
you ever wondered what it 
would be like to help a group 
of amazing parents build on a 

tradition that Jews have been 
doing for thousands of years?  
Really??  You’re interested?!  
That’s wonderful!  The parents 
of the religious school are 
looking for more volunteers to 
help put up the walls of the 
sukkah on the morning of 
Sunday, Oct 2 and to add the 
s’chach on the morning of 
Sunday, Oct 9.  If you are 
interested in helping, please 
contact me on my cell (717-
278-7334) or through email
(principal@tbelancaster.org).

We’ll take a break from class 
for Labor Day but will resume 
on Sunday, September 11th.  
That day will be the first day of 
Gan class.  Rosh Hashanah is 
right around the corner and 
with it comes a perfect 
opportunity to share our 
traditions, faith, and love for 
this community with our 
children.  If you have any 
questions on how to make the 
holiday special for the little 
ones in your life, please reach 
out! 

As I mentioned before, we are 
interested in making our 
school to grow.  If you know of 

anyone in the area with school 
-aged children that would 
benefit from an excellent 
Jewish education, please share 
our information.  Judaism 
started with oral tradition- 
word of mouth sharing the 
first ever monotheistic view. 
This age-old tradition unites 
each member of the Jewish
“tribe” with one another.  Let’s 
use it now to spread the word 
about the opportunities that 
our school can provide to the 
next generation of Jewish 
leaders!

Our registration form is 
now available online here.  
TBE offers a tuition free 
Jewish education for all 
members.  Our Gan class 
(pre-k and K) is free for 
both members and non-
members.  If you have any 
questions or concerns, 
please contact me at 
principal@tbelancaster.org. 

See you soon! 

Becky Rhoads 

Becky Rhoads    
Religious School Principal 

Religious School 
Principal's Message 

mailto:principal@tbelancaster.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdTSZlWLn-k3rEIYIf3-w2ENb-PxDUO0AhwA1fKmp0c_iFXDQ/viewform
mailto:principal@tbelancaster.org


In the August bulletin we 
identified a long list of 
activities that are undertaken 
to assist a spiritual leader to 
transition successfully into a 
new synagogue.  This updates 
some of those activities. 
 
Cantor Chesler and family 
were introduced to the 
congregation at services 
during the weekend of August 
12-14.   On Aug. 26 we had a 
spirited Welcoming Shabbat in 
the Park Friday Night Service 
and potluck dinner, which was 
attended by more than 45 
current, new and potential 
members.  Cantor Chesler 
introduced us to her guitar 
playing during Kabbalat 
Shabbat, and in return TBE 
members displayed why we 
call ourselves as a “singing 
congregation”.  Many thanks 
to Dave Ehrlich and Robin 
Adler for arranging this event. 
 
The cantor has settled into her 
office, attended committee 
meetings, made pastoral calls 
and visits to congregants in 
need, and met with several 

Jewish clergy and leaders in 
Lancaster, while also spending 
a little time exploring 
Lancaster County parks and 
trails.  The next several weeks 
will be focused on 
preparations for Rosh 
Hashanah, Yom Kippur and 
Sukkot/Simchat Torah, 
working with Rabbi Galfand, 
our High Holiday Hazzan, and 
the Religious Practices 
Committee.  Meetings with 
more TBE committees will 
follow at time permits. 
 
Our “Meet and Greet” 
program is underway, during 
which the cantor has started 
to meet with individual 
congregants.  Our goal is for 
Cantor Chesler to meet most if 
not all congregants.  This 
process will take several 
months, with the pace picking 
up after the religious holidays.  
Thanks to Robin and Dave for 
also coordinating this 
program. 
 
Cantor Chesler has reiterated 
that she wants to know what 
congregants think about how 
things are going, and to offer 
any suggestions or ideas.  You 
can reach out to her directly, 
or can contact any TBE Board 
member, or member of the 
Transition Team:  Robin Adler, 
Dave Ehrlich, Bob Brosbe, 
Samara Sofian, Becky Rhoads, 
Lori Taber, Al Gore, Melanie 
Fleischmann, Steve Gordon, 

and Maya Greenshpan, with 
Hal Koplin coordinating. 
   
As previously stated, TBE 
members’ input and 
participation was critical to 
the search process.  Similarly, 
your participation during the 
transition period will help 
build the foundation for a 
successful long-term 
relationship with Cantor 
Chesler as our spiritual leader.  
Our thanks in advance. 
 

Hal Koplin 
TBE Transition Team 
Coordinator 

Temple Beth El 
Transition Team 
Update  

The Congregation 
of Temple Beth El 
is extremely 
grateful to Dr. 
Marc H. Weiner, 
MD for his years 
of service as 
Ba’Al Tike’ah – 
Master Shofar 
Blower.  
 

A plaque will be 
placed on the 
Sisterhood Tree 
of Life. 



To our Temple Beth El Family, 

The upcoming High Holiday Greeting fundraiser is more 
important than ever. We invite all congregants to participate. 

Temple Beth El is one of the few synagogues that has neither an annual Kol Nidre 
Appeal nor a yearly Building Fund Assessment. If every adult congregant would donate 
a suggested $100 each ($200 per couple), or more, we could reduce our projected 
operating budget shortfall. 

We are counting on every congregant and their family. Our goal is 100 percent 
participation. No contribution is too small. Get creative! 

• We invite every congregant to video themselves, and the members of their
families, as they extend a high holiday greeting message.

• These messages will be available for viewing by members of Temple Beth El
only, over computers, iPads, and smartphones during this High Holiday season.

• We also request that you provide a “selfie,” or include a personal photo
along with your video for the cover page. You may also include a short message.

Download the form by clicking here and return it with your 
contribution to Temple Beth El PO Box 727 East Petersburg, PA 
17520-0727. 

OR 

Fill out the High Holiday Greeting Fundraiser RSVP form online!

The Temple Board of Directors shares our best wishes during the 2022/5783 
High Holiday season and thank you for participating in this project. 

Thank you!

https://tbelancaster.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/DOWNLOAD-VERSION-WEBSITE-2022-Virtual-HH-Greeting-Form.pdf
https://form.jotform.com/222485526652056


Temple Beth El gift shop  

The Temple gift shop will be open     

Sunday, September 18th, from 11:00 

am to 12:00 pm for High Holiday 

shopping! 



Series 1: Elul: A Journey Toward Repentance 

Wednesdays (Aug. 31st - Sep. 21st) 

Please note that the first two lectures in this series take place at 12 PM ET / 9 AM PT / 7 PM Israel Time, and the last two 
take place at 8 PM ET / 5 PM PT. 

Aug. 31st (12 PM ET) - Questioning the Unquestionable God: A Heart to Heart Mono/Dialogue with God 

Rabbi Dr. Reb Mimi Feigelson, Senior Lecturer in Rabbinics and Mashpiah Ruchanit, The Schechter 
Rabbinical Seminary 

Sep. 7th (12 PM ET) - Was Adam the First Ba’al Teshuvah (repentant sinner)? From the Apocrypha to the 
Midrash 

Dr. Gila Vachman, Lecturer in Midrash, The Schechter Institute 

Sep. 14th (8 PM ET) - The Light of Repentance: Horned Altars, Glittering Priests, and Illuminated Souls 

Rabbi Bradley Shavit Artson, Abner & Roslyn Goldstine Dean’s Chair, Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies 

Sep. 21st (8 PM ET) - Sin and Repentance in Judaism and Christianity: It All Depends on How You Understand 
Human Beings in the First Place 

DOWNLOAD FULL SCHEDULE HERE 

mailto:office@tbelancaster.org
https://tbelancaster.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Scholarstream-Schedule-of-Classes-2022-2023.pdf

